
The      

 Sydney 
Speleological 

Society 



   
Celebrating  

50                     
Years 



Presents 

 

The Many 
Personalities of  

The Sydney 
Speleological 

Society 



Ben 

Nurse 

 

Founding 

President 

48 years in 

Office 

 



John Bonwick 

SSS’S 2nd 

President  

at  

The Efflux. 

Bungonia 



Martin FoSter, SSS’S 3rd President at 

Jenolan 



Ben Nurse & Greg Middleton                                

at a JCHAPS Meeting 



Brian 

Weston 

Diving at 

Jenolan 



Bob 

Hawkins 

Being 

rescued 

from a 

tree and 

not a cave 

&  

Mark 

Bonwick  

at 

Bungonia 



Darryl Morgan 

& 

Ben Nurse 



Hugh 

Myers 

Hewing 

his way 

into the 

backgrou

nd 



Tony Healy, Ron Wardrop, Tom Draper, Paul Pinnock &                      

Bob Richardson. Mishap on the way to Kempsey 



Tony 

Dowling 

Looking a 

little 

confused 



Cavers Lunching at Bungonia 



Wally Dove, Dave Smith, Alf Learmonth, 

Noelene Roots  

& Milly Chalmers at Jenolan. 



Wally 

Reynolds 

Diving at 

Jenolan 



Tony Healy & Wally Dove  



Tom Whaite 

Surveying 

at 

Bungonia 



Tom 

Hayllar 



Dave 

Roots 

Diving at 

Jenolan 



Tom 

Draper 

enjoying a 

cuppa 



Ted Harbour 

&  

Peggy Leahy 



A very 

young 

Steven Ellis 



Steve 

Lambert  

Knee deep in 

the Efflux  

at  

Bungonia 



Stan Pierce at Yarrangobilly  

adding to his bone collection 

 

 



Simon Bland, Erik Halbert                                     

& Graham Cormack 



The experts working with the Scaling 

Poles  



Russell 

Kippax 

At Jenolan 



Ross Ellis  

at  

Bungonia 

(love the Legs) 



Ross Ellis  

on his 1st 

Caving Trip  

at Colong 

(Where are 

those legs) 



Ron 

Wardrop 

The famous 

movie 

photograp

her 



Ben Nurse, Paull Rose, Brian Weston, Ron 

Wardrop, Ian Driscoll                                                         

& Henry Fairlie Cunningham at 

Yarrangobilly 



Barry Mason, Dallas Freedman, Ruth 

Russell, Ron Wardrop & Ben Nurse 



Dave Dikker at Camooweal 



 

Grahame 

Field  

at 

Bungonia 

(Looks like he 

is trying to 

blow his way 

into the cave) 



Joyce Harris at Bungonia 

Minding the fingers on the ladder 



Karl 

Neubauer  

Diving  at 

Jenolan 



Tom Hayllar, Tom Draper, Ben Nurse, 

Ted Harbour & Others in the Oolite 

Cavern, Mammoth Cave, Jenolan. 



Neville 

Michie 



Neil 

Montgomery  

At 

Jenolan 



Mike Martyn ??? 



Lyndsey Hawkins & Alan Woods 



Milly 

Chalmers 



Lyndsey Hawkins, Tim Sanford & Friend 

surveying in Hennings Cave.  



Dirty Diggers at The Efflux, Bungonia. 



Les Lewis 

In  

Drum Cave  

at                 

Bungonia 



 

Kel Booth 

Surveying 

in  

Mammoth 

Cave  

at Jenolan 



Kaelene Matts at Cooleman Caves 



John Telec 



Dennis 

Burke  

&  

Ron 

Wardrop 

(Dennis 

waS SSS’S 

1st Life 

Member) 



John 

Compagnoni  



The Bonwicks 



Irene Crawley  

Doing some 

crawling 



Ian Sefton  

At 

 Bungonia 

Setting his 

charge!!!! 



Henry Fairlie Cunningham                                           

& Ron Wardrop at Jenolan 



Harry 

Pemble 



Harry Coleman 

Having a cold one 

 



Hunters Hill Party 

 



Enjoying the fire at camp 



Greg 

Middleton 

At Cliefden 



Ernie 

Holland 

Pointing the 

way 

At Jenolan 



Erik Halbert  

Trying hard 

not to fall 

into the water 

in Marble 

Sewer Cave  

Wombeyan 



erik juSt couldn’t Stay out oF the 

water. 



Erik &             

Sandra 

Halbert  

in 

Mammoth 

Cave 

Jenolan 



Don Matts & Party relaxing on the way 

to Church Creek 



Dick Williamson 



Dianne 

Perkins  

at  

Bungonia 

Note the SUSS 

badge on her 

jacket 



Col Percival 

Persevering 

through the 

cave 



Tom Draper tied in 

sleeping bag, 

Wally Dove, Henry 

Fairlie 

Cunningham, 

Frank Young, Ben 

Nurse,              Ron 

Wardrop, Irene & 

Alf Crawley,              

Marcia Montague & 

Tony Healy at 

Wombeyan 1960. 



Ian 

Driscoll 

Can anyone 

suggest a 

song for 

him to 

play? 



You 

Cooked it 

You Eat it. 

 

Col 

Percival 



enjoying their “juSt deSertS”. 



Christine 

Macpherson 

at  

Little 

Mitchell 

River 



Members of ISS & SSS  

at the Kimberleys in 1979 



Ian Driscoll, John Hocking, Darryl 

Morgan, Dennis & Shirley Cullition & 

Henry Fairlie Cunningham. 1994 



SSS Dinner with Elery Hamilton-Smith as 

guest Speaker. 



Ben Nurse. 

Cutting a 

dashing 

figure 



SSS Christmas Party at the Bonwicks 

1972. 



Ben Nurse 

with RDF 

Gear at 

Bungonia 



A very 

happy  

Dave 

Fisher at 

Jenolan 



Bill Van 

Vlimmeren  

at  

Wombeyan 



Knockers Cavern!!! Odyssey Cave 

Bungonia.  (could never guess why it 

was called knockers)  



Martin 

Foster  

at  

SSS Auction 

Night 

1965. 

(don’t you 

just love 

the jacket) 



John 

Bonwick  

and  

“Jack 

Hammer” 

At  

The Efflux, 

Bungonia. 



Les Chin, he appears to have lost his 

chin. 



Group of SSS members at 40th 

Anniversary Dinner. Jenolan Caves 



Terry 

Matts  

&  

Larry 

Zanker 

At Jenolan 



SSS Annual Dinner 



Simon Bland in one of his usual poses at 

Wombeyan 



Julia James 

giving an  

SSSSEC 

Talk at 

Woodstock 



Greg 

Middleton  

At  

The Grand 

Canyon 

USA 



Steve 

Richmond  

At  

Jenolan. 



John Bonwick enjoying a well deserved 

rest at Wombeyan. 



Neville Michie 



Ian Driscoll 

 

Without the 

Guitar 



Mal 

Macfarlane 



Back from a Bendethera Caves trip 



John 

Hocking 



Henry 

Fairlie 

Cunningha

m giving an 

SSS Talk 



Steve 

Carey 



Tom 

Hayller 

 at 

 J41 



Lyndsey Hawkins in Colong Cave. 



Lloyd Robinson, Dave Martin, Julia James 

&      Al Warild at 40th Anniversary 

Dinner, 



40th Anniversary 1994-1995 Committee 

Members. 



Cindy Mann (not person) 



Imagine doing the Journals on this 

monstrosity (Lyn used to) 



Imagine printing the Journal with this!! 

(Ross did) 



Bob 

Holland,  

Dave 

Fisher 

 &  

Tony 

Healy 



Ross & Steve Ellis caving in style 



Books sales at the 40th Anniversary 

Dinner. 



Chris Kemp (The fine Gentleman) at 

Wombeyan. 



Peter Wellings, John Wylie & Geoff 

McDonnell studying????? 



Enjoying Yulefest at Wombeyan 



Gemma Halbert 

“all dolled up 

and no where 

to go” 



Gemma Halbert  

‘celebrating halloween at woMbeyan’ 



Geoff McDonnell struggling out of Gas 

Chamber Cave at Wombeyan. 



Tom Santa, Isobel Chu, Marcus Cornish, 

Dave Fisher & Steve McCabe at Jenolan 



Judy Wylie & Brett Taylor watching Joe 

Mercieca struggle out of a cave at 

Wombeyan 



Christine Ellis, Jean Hocking & Lyn 

Williamson  



Jeanette 

Ellis                  

exiting                      

Nice Cave at 

Wombeyan. 



Chris Kemp with Jill Rowling & John Bonwick at    

The Kwok Doo 



Ian Wild & Jim Golden in Wildmans Cave, 

Wombeyan. 



Rachael Gale & Jost Preis at Yulefest 

2003. 



Maria Santa, Marcus Cornish & Jost 

Preis in Mammoth Cave, taking a well 

earned rest at Jenolan. 



enjoy your ‘laSt Meal’ wildy 



How the mob gets there. 



Valda Gillies 

Shouldering her 

way on 



Nits in Nice Cave 



Steve Babka 

Being his 

usual self. 



It looks like Gareth Halbert might be a 

little stuck. 



Peter Wellings contemplating life, in 

Glass Cave. Wombeyan. 



Marcus 

Cornish 

getting down 

to the  

‘bare 

eSSentialS’ to 

fit through a 

squeeze in 

Mammoth Cave 

Jenolan. 



Peter Bauer this is a bathtub of a place 



Ben Nurse, John Bonwick, Ernie Holland 

with others at Bungonia 



Barbara Kennedy at Yarrangobilly 



Grace 

Matts  

Stubby 

Stacking 

with 

cans 



Don Hart & Erik Halbert 



Martin Vizjak 



Col 

Percival 

Minus the 

meal 



Ben 

Nurse in 

His  

Night 

Dress 

At  

Bungonia 



Ben being  

Baptized 

at 

Bungonia 



Chris Warner & Ben Nurse 



John Compagnoni 



Awonderfulwoadofwyliewood 



Steve Babka & Simon Bland enjoying the 

elliS’S pool 



Mark & Jane  



Harry Pemble  

(or is it 

really  

Mr Bean) 

At 

Jenolan 



Phil 

Irvine 



John 

Poleson 

Belaying 

at  

Bungonia 



Bob Holland 

Doing his 

usual thing at 

Bungonia 

(or is he 

really fishing 

for rock cod) 



Bob 

Holland 

(not doing 

his usual 

thing) 

At  

Bungonia 



 

“dr ZueSS” 

With no 

Green eggs 

or Ham 

Love the 

hat Gareth 



Guess who loves his Slippers? 



The Slipper wearer in a cave at Wombeyan                                                                                     

(hope he iSn’t wearing theM)                                                     

Andrew Bosman 



Greg 

Plummer 



Marjorie Halbert and John Telec 



John & Cecily Bonwick at Yulefest. 

Wombeyan 



Andrew 

Campbell 

& Bek 

Dolan  

(Love the 

hat) 



Cynthia & Ulrich Trog at Yulefest. 

Wombeyan 



The   

happy  

Ulrich 

Trog  

‘happily 

trogging’ 



Bob & Les Lewis & Ross Ellis                     

“looking a little loSt” 



Grahame 

Ede 



Dick Zimic 



The happy 

little 

vegemite 

John Wylie 



Peter 

Hodgkinson 

‘give uS a 

break 

John, we 

need a reSt’ 



Most of the Cornish Family 



A pensive Tom Santa. 



Simon Bland 

with Friend 

‘look how 

different the 

Americans 

cave, 

compared to us 

auSSieS’. 

 



Mary Gaudron at 40th Anniversary 

Dinner. Jenolan. 



Grahame Ede & Lyndsey Hawkins 

“helping” with surveying at Chillagoe 



Russell Bridge and other SSS Members 



Mike 

Walker 



Lyn 

Williamson 

At the trusty 

typewriter 



Alex Boyd at 

40th 

Anniversary 

Dinner. 

Jenolan 



Glenda Wylie  

getting stuck 

into Velcro Cave 

at Wombeyan. 



Erik Halbert, Losing his marbles in 

Giant Causeway Cave. Chillagoe.  



A Motley crew at Wombeyan 



An even motleyer crew in Mammoth Cave, 

Jenolan  



oh what a Feeling! ‘tootighta’                     

Rachael in Squeeze at Wombeyan. 



Tony Healy in Chevalier Cave, Jenolan. 



No formation can hide you from your 

dad,  Jessica Bosman. 



The partiers of the 1st Yulefest at          

Wombeyan, 1994. 



where iS ‘oilcan harry’ Marble Mine. 

Wombeyan.  Love the Skirt & Stockings, 

Geoff 



Les Chin 

(Masterton)  

&  

Greg Plummer  

Aliens of 

Wombeyan. 



Joe the 

Birthday 

Boy. 

His breath 

is coming 

in short 

pants 

Scout Hut, 

Cradle 

Mountain. 

1996 



Glennis Wellings at an SSS field day. 



Gordon Smith 

at an SSS 

field day. 



Shirley 

Norman 



Grahame 

Ede 

sleeping 

at bottom 

of  

Drum 

Cave, 

while 

waiting 

for his 

turn to 

climb the 

ladder 

out. 



Grahame 

& Julie 

Edwards 

taking 

baby for 

a walk 



Bob Hawkins looking a little squashed 

in B4-5 



John Walker 

Is he enjoying a 

Johnnie 

Walker??? 



Barry King  



John Carson squeezing into a the swim of 

things in Hennings Cave, Jenolan. 



Keith 

Smith  

&  

Bob Lewis  

On their 

way out 

of  

The 

Olympian 

Cavern, 

Wombeya

n. 



Brett & Tracey Taylor partaking of the 

gluewine at Yulefest, Wombeyan 



Hanging on for grim death in                     

Ghengis Khan Cave, Tasmania. 



Shane Wilcox on an early 

phototagging trip at Wombeyan 



Proof that 

our Editor 

does 

actually 

does some 

caving. 

Ross exiting 

Nice Cave, 

Wombeyan. 



The Committee Members of the 50th 

Year 



The machine outdates the experts 



Wylies campsite for the book launch 

weekend 



Wylies caving retreat 



Thank God this event is all over!!!! 



we have coMe to the “batty end” 



I would like to thank those who 

contributed photos to make this 

special slideshow. There are so 

Many i can’t naMe theM all. but a 

special thanks has to go to Ross 

Ellis and Andrew Bosman, who 

together put in so many hours to 

make the whole event and book a 

success.                                        Also to 

John Wylie, who without his energy 

and drive, none of this would have 

been possible. 

Glenda Wylie 
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